
Language Arts: Writing: “Night Before…” Lesson Plan 
 
Name: Sara Meyer 

Class: Language Arts: Writing 

Learning Goals: Students will brainstorm ideas and write narrative stories based on the prompt 
“’Twas  the  Night  Before  .  .  .”. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Ohio Bench Mark/ Standard (By the end of the 3-4 grade program): 
Writing Processes: 

E. Use revision strategies to improve the coherence of ideas, clarity of sentence structure and 
effectiveness of word choices. 

G. Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage. 

Writing Applications: 
A. Write narrative accounts that develop character, setting and plot. 

Writing Conventions: 
B. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly. 
C. Use conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written work. 
D. Use grammatical structures to effectively communicate ideas in writing. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Methods: Whole group instruction; Independent work; Conferencing (one-on-one) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Activities (including time management): 
Whole Group (approx. 10-15 minutes): 
 The teacher will introduce the writing assignment. 
 The teacher will read the book The Night Before Halloween by Natasha Wing. Students 

should listen to the story and pay attention to the story’s  organization and the things they 
might  include  in  their  own  “‘Twas  the  Night  Before”  story. 

 Other Night Before… books by Natasha Wing will be available for students to use in their 
brainstorming. 

Independent work (approx. 15-20 minutes): 
 The students will be instructed to draw a story web and brainstorm ideas for the main idea of 

their story. Students should have at least two ideas to discuss during the one-on-one 
conference with the teacher. 

Conferencing (one-on-one) (approx. 15-20 minutes): 
 Students should raise their hand to let the teacher know they have completed the 

brainstorming activity. 
 Students who have completed the brainstorming will then conference with the teacher one-

on-one about their ideas and decide which idea would make the better story. (Please see 
“Story Conference Sheet”  for  reference.) 

 Students who have completed conferencing may begin working on their rough draft copy. 
________________________________________________________________________  



Materials:  The Night Before Halloween by Natasha Wing; 3-5 additional Night Before… books 
by Natasha Wing; Story Web brainstorming graphic organizer (one per student) ; Story 
Conference Sheet (one per student); Proofreading Checklist (one per student); Writing rubric 
(one per student) 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Prior Knowledge: 
 Students must be able to understand oral directions. 
 Students must be able to hear and recognize words as they are spoken. 
 Students must be able to follow a basic storyline. 
 Students must  understand  words  like  “brainstorm”  and  “story  web”. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
Feedback Strategies: 
 Ensure each student is actively listening and remains engaged during the activity with 

constant visual monitoring. 
 Check for understanding and answer any questions while conferencing with each student. 
 Ask the students if they have any questions. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Evaluation Strategies: 
 The teacher will ensure that each student is on track while conferencing with each student. 
 The teacher will make note of any students who are struggling to come up with ideas or get 

started and work one-on-one with those students to complete the activity. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Special needs of students: 
 Some students may be given a scribe or may be given one-on-one help as needed. 
 Any other special needs will be accommodated as needed. 
 Extension–some students may share their ideas to help struggling students develop ideas of 

their own. 
  



Student: ________________________________________ Date: ________________ 
 
3 Ideas (final idea circled) 

1) ___________________________________________________________ 

2) ___________________________________________________________ 

3) ___________________________________________________________ 
 
What is your (the student’s) favorite idea? 
 
 
 
What are some ideas you have about using your idea? Details? Plot line? 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: 


